
Foundations for Christian Life
Orthodoxy: God



Quick Review

● Christians are DISCIPLES who FOLLOW Jesus.
● Rightly interpreted & applied, the Bible is the FINAL AUTHORITY for a Christian
● People are created in God’s IMAGE and thus have DIGNITY & WORTH
● All mankind now lives under the curse of IMPUTED & INHERITED sin.



A.W. Tozer

What comes into our 
minds when we think 
about God is the most 
important thing about 
us. 



What do we mean when we say God?



The Pope’s prayer

Most of the planet's inhabitants declare themselves 
believers ...

Buddhist: I have confidence in Buddha.

Jew: I believe in God.

Priest: I believe in Jesus Christ.

Muslim: I believe in God, Allah.

Many think differently, feel differently, seeking God or 
meeting God in different ways.

Source: Youtube video on vatican channel (https://youtu.be/-6FfTxwTX34)



The Goal of Theology

The goal [of theology] is to know God as 
accurately as possible without emotive 
distortions or hidden projections 

- Thomas Oden



Bounding our task...

but let him who boasts 
boast of this, that he 
understands and knows Me 
that I am the LORD

- Jeremiah 9:24

While it is good that we 
seek to know the Holy One, 
it is probably not so good 
to presume that we ever 
complete the task

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer 



What can be known about God from Creation?

 For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly seen, being understood 
through what has been made … (Romans 1:20)



How do we know God?

● Examining His actions (narratives)
○ Studying Creation (Rom 1:20)
○ Sending His Son reveals how much God loves people and wants them to be 

saved (John 3:16; 1 Tim 2:4) 

● Studying the statements made by Prophets
○ you cannot tolerate wrongdoing (Habakkuk 1:13)
○ I the Lord do not change (Malachi 3:6)



How do we know God?

● Examining the Life of Christ
○ Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father (John 12:45; 14:7-9)
○ The more clearly God is seen in Christ, the less ambiguously God is seen 

everywhere else. - Thomas Oden

● The Names of God tells us much of God’s character
○ El-Roi (God who Sees) highlights God's omnipresence and His care for us in 

troubles first used by Hagar in the wilderness (Gen 16:13)
○ Yahweh-Jirah (The Lord provides) highlights God's care and provision for us first 

used by Abraham when a ram was provided as a substitute for Isaac (Gen 22:14)



Organizing our Study of God

● Attributes of God are separated from Actions of God
○ God’s acts arise out of His nature and character (attributes).
○ God creates and from this act we can learn about His nature & character

● Attributes are often divided into two (or more) categories
○ Essential, Necessary, Intrinsic Nature of God

■ The essence of something, its defining characteristics.
■ Only God has these characteristics & must have them to be God
■ We as created beings cannot possess them

○ Non-Essential, Characteristics of God
■ Describe God’s character & personality
■ We as created beings are called to pursue many of these



Attributes of God (non-exhaustive list)

● Non-Essential Attributes
○ Gracious & Merciful
○ Love
○ Good, Kind
○ Compassionate
○ Just, Holy
○ Righteous

● Trinity
○ Three-in-One
○ Father, Son, and Spirit

● Essential Attributes
○ Aseity

■ Independent, Uncreated
○ Eternal

■ Always existed
○ Omniscient

■ All knowing
○ Omnipresent

■ All present
○ Omnipotent

■ All powerful



Eternal

Psalm 90:2

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you 
had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to 
everlasting you are God.

Revelation 1:8

I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, 
"who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."

● Infinite
○ has no start or end or boundary
○ cannot be measured

● Always Existed
○ God didn’t become God at some 

point in time, always is God

● Relationship to Time
○ He created time and existed before it

● Additional Passages
○ Gen 1:1; Exodus 3:14



Aseity

Acts 17:24-25

The God who made the world and all things in it, since 
He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in 
temples made with hands; nor is He served by human 
hands, as though He needed anything, since He 
Himself gives to all people life and breath and all 
things;

● Independent, Uncreated
○ God does not need people or a 

universe to be God
○ He is uncreated and 

independent from anything else.
○ He is complete and in need of 

nothing in order to be.
■ not dependent on anything 

● Additional Passages
■ Psalm 50:10-12



Omniscience

Isaiah 46:9-10

For I am God, …  Declaring the end from the beginning, 
and from ancient times things which have not been 
done

Isaiah 42:9

… now I declare new things before they spring forth ...

Psalm 147:5

Great is our Lord and abundant in strength; His 
understanding is infinite.

● All knowing
○ God does not need anyone to teach Him 

(Isaiah 40:14)
○ He is all wise and has complete 

understanding of all things
○ Knows our thoughts, motives, and actions 

(Psalm 139:2; Prov 16:2; 1 Cor 4:5)

● Foreknowledge
○ God knows all things in advance (Isaiah 42:

9)
○ How God foreknows is speculative



Omnipresent

Psalm 33:13

The LORD looks from heaven; He sees all the sons of 
men;

Job 28:24

For He looks to the ends of the earth and sees 
everything under the heavens.

● Present Everywhere
○ Eternality describes God’s relationship to 

time. Omnipresence describes God’s 
relationship to space.

○ God cannot be contained (1 Kings 8:27)
○ There is no where one can go to escape 

God (Psalm 139:7-10; Jer 23:24)
○ El-Roi describes God as the God who 

sees. This can be a comfort knowing He is 
there when we need Him. Or fearful if we 
are disobeying Him.



Omnipotent

Gen 17:1

I am God Almighty

Matt 19:36

… with God all things are possible

Isaiah 43:13

… I act and who can reverse it?

Psalm 135:6

Whatever the LORD pleases, He does

● All powerful
○ created the universe, time, space, matter 

(Gen 1:1; Col 1:16)
○ holds all things together (Col 1:17; Heb 1:

3)
○ the wind & sea obey Him (Mark 4:41)
○ overcomes the world (John 16:33)
○ demons tremble (Mark 1:24; James 2:19)
○ death cannot hold him (1 Cor 15:4)

● Nothing is impossible for 
God?



Is nothing impossible for God?

● Logical absurdities & contradictions
○ Can God draw a square circle?
○ Can God draw two lines that are both parallel & perpendicular?
○ Can God create a rock so large He can’t lift it? 

● Act against His nature
○ Can God lie? (Heb 6:18)
○ Can God be unjust? (Heb 6:10)



Sovereignty

1 Tim 6:15

He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords,

2 Chron 20:6

Power and might are in Your hand so that no one can 
stand against You.

● God is in control
○ Related to omnipotence
○ God has both the power 

and the authority over all 
things

● How does God exercise 
His power?



How does God exercise His power?

● Meticulous Sovereignty 
○ God decrees all that occurs without foreseeing future events … 
○ insures everything that was planned occurs
○ Divine Determinism

● Providential Sovereignty 
○ God allows wide range of freedom in what occurs
○ Foreknows rather than decrees future acts
○ Actively involved with creation

● Deist
○ God is not active within creation
○ He wound it up and watches it go. Recommended: http://www.reclaimingthemind.org/blog/2009/02/what-

do-you-mean-when-you-say-god-is-sovereign/

http://www.reclaimingthemind.org/blog/2009/02/what-do-you-mean-when-you-say-god-is-sovereign/
http://www.reclaimingthemind.org/blog/2009/02/what-do-you-mean-when-you-say-god-is-sovereign/
http://www.reclaimingthemind.org/blog/2009/02/what-do-you-mean-when-you-say-god-is-sovereign/


God’s non-essential characteristics

● God’s non-essential characteristics include His love (John 3:16; 1 
John 4:8), goodness (Psalm 25:8; 34:8), trustworthy (Num 23:19; 
Heb 6:18), holy (1 Peter 1:15-16), Just (Isaiah 61:8; Job 34:12; Rom 3:26) 
…

● There is not time to look into all of these.
● These are best modeled in Jesus

○ Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father (John 12:45; 14:7-9)
○ Walk as He walked (John 13:15; 1 John 2:6)



Describing God as Good (avoid extremes)

● Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good! (Psalm 136:1)
● What do we mean when we say God is good, love, merciful?

○ it must be analogous to what we understand of these terms or it 
loses all meaning

● Avoid Extremes
○ Good applied to God means exactly the same as when it is applied to 

a person
○ Good applied to God is in every respect different as compared to 

applying it to a person



C.S. Lewis on describing God as good

... if God’s moral judgement differs from ours so that our 'black' may be His 
'white', we can mean nothing by calling Him good; for to say 'God is good', 
while asserting that His goodness is wholly other than ours, is really only to 
say 'God is we know not what'. ... [for] our idea of good is worth simply 
nothing … 

The Divine 'goodness' differs from ours, but it is not sheerly different: it differs 
from our ours not as white from black but as a perfect circle from a child's first 
attempt to draw a wheel.



Describing God as Good 

We all have an idea of what good means. Describing God as good is a matter of degrees 

1. Better than the best we know
2. The best we know
3. Known by general consent to be good
4. Known to be lacking in some good
5. Lacking good altogether

the attribution to God of the height of goods and perfections, analogous to what is in part known, 
but beyond complete knowing [is how we ought to reason about God]

- Thomas Oden



Trinity

Duet 6:4

… the LORD is One

Gen 1:26

… Let us make man in our image ...

Matt 28:19

… baptizing them in the Father, Son, & Spirit ● Describing the indescribable
● No one has seen God (John 1:18)

Needs entire class to cover adequately



The Trinity is like...
https://youtu.be/KQLfgaUoQCw

we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity 
in Unity; Neither confounding the Persons; 
nor dividing the Essence. For there is one 
Person of the Father; another of the Son; 
and another of the Holy Ghost. But the 
Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, is all one; the Glory equal, 
the Majesty coeternal. … So the Father is 
God; the Son is God; and the Holy Ghost 
is God. And yet they are not three Gods; 
but one God. … And in this Trinity none is 
before, or after another; none is greater, or 
less than another. But the whole three 
Persons are coeternal, and coequal.

- Athanasian Creed

https://youtu.be/KQLfgaUoQCw
https://youtu.be/KQLfgaUoQCw


Can you boast that you know the Lord?

but let him who 
boasts boast of 
this, that he 
understands and 
knows Me that I 
am the LORD 
- Jeremiah 9:24


